BS2 – “Gotta Have the Real Thing: No Idols” – Ex. 20:4-6
Timeless Truth: God’s Law for All Time

Total Devotion ’08 - ’09

Review of Message (can listen/download from www.td.mbcla.org)
1. Review your message notes, highlighting anything that you learned or caught your attention.  

a. Jot down some of the key points of the message and share them in your small group.

b. Jot down any questions you have from the message and/or any points that were unclear to you.  Discuss.

God’s Hatred of Idolatry

In the message, Robert mentioned that idolatry is one of the most discussed sins in the Bible. “It’s a theme that runs through not only all of Israel’s history in the Old Testament, but from the genesis of mankind, and through the New Testament.” It’s a continual sin that the Israelites struggled with and the object of God’s intense hatred.
2. Study the following verses and summarize each one, and explain why it condemns idolatry. Mark any comparisons between idols and the Lord. 
a. Deuteronomy 32:21 – 
b. 2 Kings 17:15-18 –
c. Isaiah 42:8 –
d. Jeremiah 10:7-8 – 
e. Jeremiah 51:15-18 – 
f. Ezekiel 6:8-9 – 

g. Ezekiel 20:31 – 

h. 1 Corinthians 8:4 – 

3. What is it about idolatry that God hates so much? What does it do to the hearts of His people? 
The Dark Exchange
4. The insanity of idolatry is unquestionable when we see passages like Isaiah 44:6-20 and Jeremiah 10:1-16. Read at least one (or both) of these passages.
a. Trace the many ironies of serving idolatry that are mentioned in the passage. (Irony comes from the difference between what we expect and what we experience.)
b. Are people really ignorant enough to believe that they’re bowing down to a block of wood? What do you think it is that drives a person to worship something he/she just carved out ten minutes ago?
5. Romans 1:18-25 sheds some light on the strange actions of idolaters. It describes the dark exchange that every fallen human being performs. Read this crucial passage in understanding human nature.
a. What do men know intuitively in their hearts (also see Rom. 2:12-16)? What do they know as they look at creation?

b. What are some ways that men suppress the truth (to suppress is to push down—imagine trying to keep a volleyball underwater)? Do you see any signs of this tendency in our day and age? 

c. According to the passage, what are the consequences of suppressing the truth in unrighteousness?  

d. Do Christians ever suppress the truth in unrighteousness? Can they be characterized by rejection of the truth? Take a look at these passages in 1 John: 1 John 1:8-10; 2:3-6; and 3:4-9. Is there a tension between these verses? If so, how does John resolve this tension? What are you characterized by: righteousness or lawlessness?
Uncovering the Idols of Our Hearts

Tim Keller describes man’s rebellion in Romans 1:25 as “taking created things and setting our hearts on them and building our lives around them”. In the message, Robert defined idolatry, not exclusively as bowing to statues of wood or stone, but as desiring something so much that it takes the place of God in your life. We are people of desire. But, not everything that we desire is legitimate. It’s clear that we can idolize explicitly sinful desires; however, we can also idolize a normally good desire by becoming over-attached to it. 
“The evil in our desire typically does not lie in what we want, but that we want it too much.” – John Calvin

6. X-rays are useful because they help you to see what’s beneath your skin. They show you the state of your bones, and they can help identify a fracture or a break. David Powlison gives some “X-Ray Questions” to help you realize what desires are close to your heart—these are desires that you tend to (not always) idolize. Take some time to briefly answer these questions.
a. What am I preoccupied with? What is the first thing on my mind in the morning and the last thing on my mind at night?

b. How would I complete this statement: “If only ______, then I would be happy, fulfilled and secure?”

c. When I face pressure, where do I turn to? What are my escapes?

d. What’s important to me? What do I find myself talking about? Spending my time on?

e.  Whose opinion of me counts? From whom do I desire approval or fear rejection?

f. When a certain desire is not met, do I feel frustration, anxiety, resentment, bitterness, anger, or depression?

g. Is there something I desire so much that I am willing to disappoint or hurt others in order to have? (Think of the Progression of an Idol – I Desire ( I Demand ( I Judge ( I Punish. When was the last time you had destructive conflict with someone? Try to trace the progression that happened in your heart.)

7. Take a look at your answers to question 6. Is there anything that sticks out (by importance, frequency, etc.)? Is there something or someone that you tend to put above God? If so, in what situations do you tend to cling to that idol?
8. Set God’s truth against the desires of the flesh! What are some verses that warn against what you are idolizing? What verses would help you to see that desire in perspective to the Almighty, all-satisfying God? Memorize these to keep your heart in check. 
Smashing Our Idols 


If you choose to declare war on the idols in your heart, you have to have some kind of game plan. Robert gave the big picture last week: contentment and satisfaction in Christ. But let’s get down to the nitty-gritty. Idols of the heart are stubborn. Getting rid of them will involve the dirty work of digging them out of our hearts one by one. As we dig deeper, new idols may pop up. But God promises our growth – He has set us free from the law of sin and death! Paul rejoices in Romans 6:22, “But now that you have been set free from sin and have becomes slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life.” Let’s join with Him in his powerful work in our lives, remembering that only the Holy Spirit can empower us to put to death the sinful deeds of our old nature (Rom. 8:23). 
9. From Romans 12:2 and Colossians 3:5-17, we see that the process of growth into Christ-likeness involves three basic steps: putting off the old self, renewing your mind, and putting on the new self. 
a. “Be killing sin or sin will be killing you” – John Owen. What does it mean to put off the old self? What is Jesus teaching in Matthew 5:29-30? 

b. How can you be radical in putting off the old sinful nature? What practical choices can you make to say no to your idols? 
c. Look at Romans 12:2. How are we going to be transformed (from idol-worshippers to sole worshippers of God)? What is going to renew our minds?
d. Study how the Bible renews the mind of David in the Psalms. Read Psalm 19:7-9 (cf. Ps. 1:1-3; Ps. 119:11). What are some of the effects of the Law of the Lord? Do you hold such a high view of Scripture?
e. What right attitudes and right actions can you put on regarding the things you tend to idolize? What truths about God can you trust in to help you find satisfaction in Him alone?
Coram Deo

Ernie Baker says, “If worship is the problem, then worship is the solution.” The answer to our false worship of idols is true worship of the living God. When we find our satisfaction in Him, then our hearts will cease to wander and search about for worthless substitutes that cannot satisfy. 

Take the time to pray earnestly to God: Adore one of His attributes (e.g. His mercy) to focus your heart on true beauty, Confess your sins of putting other things before Him (be specific about your idols), Thank Him for the specific ways that He blessed you this week (thankfulness is the enemy of discontent), and ask Him to Supply your needs (instead of looking for sustenance in worthless idols). 
